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Come enjoy the spectacular Idaho backcountry with Sun Valley Heli 
Ski, the first Heli Ski operator in American helicopter skiing! 

Located in historic Sun Valley, we have exclusive helicopter access to 
an amazing playground of 750,000 square acres, by far the largest heli 

terrain in the lower 48. Our legendary powder terrain offers runs for 
intermediate to expert skiers and riders. 

Experience the intimacy of flying in our 4 passenger A-Star B-3E, the 
unquestioned King of helicopters for helicopter skiing! We offer full & half-
day heli skiing as well as the only fly-in heli lodge in the lower 48. Our ski 

runs range from 1,500 to 3,000 feet of pristine Idaho pow. Groups are 
small with a guest to guide ratio 4:1. Guests typically enjoy lunch on a 

sunny and protected spot with exceptional views and camaraderie. 

PRIVATE IDAHO

We provide our guests with Mammut RAS Rocker 18L Air Packs and Barryvox 
Avalanche Transceivers. The current team of guides is unsurpassed in offering 
over 100 years of collective experience; a testimony to the level of dedication 
and professionalism that distinguishes SVHS as the preeminent U.S. Heli-Ski 

operation. Personal service is the trademark of SVHS. 
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Come with us for a full day of heli skiing in the Idaho backcountry! Our 
immense terrain offers a wide variety of options for both intermediate 

and expert skiers. Enjoy spectacular views and skiing pristine peaks in 
the company of friends. 

Your day will include 6 runs, which range between 1,500 and 3,000 
vertical feet and lunch in the field. 

HELI SKI FULL DAY RATES

PREMIUM
$1500 per seat

Christmas Week & Presidents Week

SEASONAL
$1450 per seat

All trips include use of Mammut PULSE Barryvox Avalanche Transceiver
AND Mammut RAS 18L AFD Pack (Airbag)

All other dates during season





This is a great way to experience heli skiing for the first time or an 
exceptional option for the more price conscious guest. If you can 

ski the likes of Canyon or Warm Springs on Baldy, you’ll feel 
comfortable in our terrain. For more advanced skiers our immense 

USFS permit offers multiple skiing options.

The snow in the backcountry is excellent! This is a great 
way to experience heli skiing at an introductory rate!

Come enjoy 3 heli ski runs at a rate of $750!

Special rate of $650 every Wednesday
4 group minimum

HALF DAY HELI SKIING

Contact us today to setup your 3 Run Day!
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HELI ASSITED SKI TOURING

If you are eager to explore terrain off the beaten path, the helicopter 
combined with the experience of our seasoned guide staff makes a 

HASTA tour an ideal choice!  $475 per seat

The day starts off in the morning with a helicopter ride to a highpoint within the 
750,000 acres of the SVHS permit. From there, your guide and group will spend the 
remainder of the day skiing and touring back to a pre-arranged road pick up point. 

For an extra fee, a helicopter pick up can be arranged.





SMOKY MOUNTAIN LODGE 
HELI SKIING TRIP

Come enjoy 3 days of heli skiing and 2 nights lodging 
deep in the remote Smoky Mountains or 4 days of heli 

skiing and 3 nights lodging. 8 person minimum.

The luxurious 6-bedroom lodge provides a backcountry get away 
with all the amenities of home. Meals are prepared by a local chef and 
lunches are served in the field.  Amenities and other activities include 

wi-fi, sauna, cross country skiing and snowshoeing. Trips can be 
customized upon request.

The Smoky Mountain Lodge is the only remote fly in 
heli ski lodge in the lower 48 states! 

3 DAY PACKAGE - $6000 PER PERSON
4 DAY PACKAGE - $7500 PER PERSON

The lodge is located west of Sun Valley in the South Fork of the Boise River 
Drainage. This adventure is for intermediate to expert skiers & riders. 



DAY 1
Guests will arrive at our Warm Springs Sun Valley office at 8 in the 
morning of the first day. We will then provide a presentation on 
helicopter safety, backcountry skiing and avalanche preparedness 
and procedures. Following that, one group of four will proceed to 
the Warm Springs lift at Sun Valley and will be picked up by the 
helicopter at the top of Bald Mountain. The other group or groups 
will be taken by Sun Valley Heli Ski’s heli-van to our Baker Creek or 
other staging area. The guests will be picked up by helicopter and 
taken to the backcountry to join the other group for an amazing day 
of helicopter skiing. Lunch will be served mid-day in the field, 
usually in a sunny and wind protected location. At the conclusion 
of the day, the helicopter will ferry all of our guests to the Smoky 
Mountain Lodge, where they will be able to relax, sip a beverage, 
hop in the sauna and prepare for a wonderful dinner.

DAY 2
After breakfast, at approximately 10 a.m., guests will gather to 
prepare for that days’ heli-ski adventure. Following what should 
be a great day in the backcountry, with lunch in the field, the 
helicopter will once again ferry the guests back to the Smoky 
Mountain Lodge.

DAY 3
After breakfast, the guests will once again gather for the last day of 
helicopter skiing. We will try to ski different zones as we head back 
towards Sun Valley and civilization. Upon landing, guests will be 
taken back to our Warm Springs office where transportation can 
be arranged to take them to their departure spots or lodging for 
the evening.

DEPARTURE INSTRUCTION
Upon landing after the final day, guests will be brought back to our Warm Springs office 
where transportation can be arranged to take them to their departure spots or lodging for 
the evening.

Trip Extras
Reserve a massage at the Lodge (you must book in advance) • Extended nightly stay available
Extra gear shuttle • Guests allowed to bring alcohol



SMOKY MOUNTAIN LODGE 
HELI ASSITED SKI TOURING
Use the Idaho Smoky Mountain Lodge as a base 

camp for your helicopter assisted ski touring 
adventure! 2 nights lodging, 8 person minimum.

On your first day, the helicopter takes your group and guides to a remote peak. At the 
end of a day of climbing and skiing, the helicopter picks you up and delivers you to a fine 
home cooked meal at the Lodge. After dinner, enjoy a soak in the hot tub under the stars 

or bake aching muscles in the sauna. In the morning, after a hearty breakfast, an early 
helicopter departure takes you deep into the remote Smoky Mountains, where few have 

ski toured. Once again at day’s end the helicopter swoops in to ferry you back to the 
comfort of the Lodge. The last day the helicopter ferries you closer to Sun Valley, so that 

you can easily ski to the awaiting van shuttle.

The Smoky Mountain Lodge is the only remote fly in 
heli ski lodge in the lower 48 states! 

Communication with the outside world includes Sun Valley Helicopter Ski Guides radio network, 
satellite phone and Internet access. This adventure is for intermediate to expert skiers & riders.

$3275.00 PER PERSON



Day 1
Helicopter pick-up from Sun Valley to the 1st Tour with drop-off at the ISML at 
the end of the day.

Day 2
Helicopter lift from ISML to the 2nd Tour and drop-off at the ISML at the end of 
the day.

Day 3
Helicopter lift from ISML to the 3rd Tour. Ski tour to the road with vehicle pick-up.

2 Nights Lodging
Private Chef Prepared Meals
Small Group to Guide Ratio (4:1)

Trip Extras
Reserve a Massage at the Lodge (you must book in advance)
Extended Nightly Stay Available
Extra Gear Shuttle
Guests Allowed to Bring Alcohol



GUIDED SCENIC HELI FLIGHTS
Enjoy a scenic helicopter flight over the Sun Valley 

area and the surrounding mountain ranges!  

$600 per person, minimum 4 seats.
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"I am pretty biased when I say that flying a helicopter for a 
living is THE best job in the world.” -Chris

- GENERAL MANAGER

PAT DEAL - GUIDE

BOZO CARDOZO - GUIDEALEX KITTREL - GUIDE

MARK HANSELMAN - GUIDE REGGIE CRIST - GUIDE

ERIK LEIDECKER - GUIDE



NATALIA FERRIS - OFFICEDYLAN PETERSON - OFFICE

COME FLY WITH US!



Q: How much does it cost?
A: $1450 - $1500 for Full Day. $750 for Half Day. $475 for Heli Assisted Ski Touring. *tax not included

Q: How many runs/vertical do I get in a day?
A: A guest typically skis up to 6 runs in a day. We guarantee six runs, which equates to 10,000- 15,000 
vertical feet. 6 runs constitute a full day and is the basis for any refunds. 
If time permits and conditions warrant it, additional runs can be purchased for $125/run.

Q: Do I need to book a reservation? Do you accept walk-ins? 
A: Yes, reservations are required. We have capacity to take 16 skiers/day and so space is very limited. It 
is strongly recommended that you call well in advance of the day(s) you would like to heli ski in order to 
ensure that there is space available. But we are happy to take walk-ins if we have seat(s) available! 

Q: What does the day look like in terms of timing?
A: We generally meet at the SVHS Warm Spring HQ at 7:30AM a safety briefing. We depart for the 
helicopter by 9AM and are skiing until 3-5. We break mid day for a slope side lunch. We end the day 
back at the SVHS Warm Spring HQ. We do ask guest to call status line every morning so that we can 
communicate any changes to the standard schedule. 208.622.3108 OPT#2

Q: How many people are in the helicopter?
A: We operate an A-Star helicopter which holds 4 guest + a guide and pilot. This is small group heli 
skiing. We can operate with up to 4 groups in a rotation on any given day.

Q: What happens if I don’t get 6 runs on a full day trip?
A: Guests are refunded $95 per run if they don’t achieve the minimum of 6.

Q: How much terrain do you have and where do you ski?
A: Sun Valley Heli Ski Guides has 750,000 acres of terrain in its permit area. We ski in 3 main mountain 
ranges: Smoky’s, Boulders and Pioneers. We choose where we are going to ski on a given day by ana-
lyzing many different factors, which include weather, snow conditions and group ability.

Q: Do I need to be an expert to heli ski?
A: In order to safely enjoy your heli experience, you should be at least an intermediate level skier/board-
er. You should be capable of dealing with the challenges presented by deep snow and varied snow 
conditions, such as heavy powder and breakable crusts. If you are comfortable on the intermediate and 
advanced runs on Sun Valley’s Baldy in varying conditions, then you likely possess the skills needed to 
heli ski. If you’ve never skied powder snow, you may have the skills to participate, but you should call us 
to discuss in greater detail.

Q: Do I need “Fat” skis?
A: Yes, we require guest to utilize skis that have a minimum width at the waist of 95mm. Wider skis 
make it easier to handle varied snow conditions, are more efficient for skiing deep powder, and are a 
lot of fun especially if you don’t have lots of experience skiing powder. If you don’t have skis of this 
dimension, we can assist you in locating demo skis from a local provider. We do not provide skis as part 
of the day.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Q: Do you take snowboarders?
A: Absolutely. Snowboarders make up a significant portion of our guests.

Q: Do I have to worry about avalanches?
A: Like any backcountry activity, skiing off-piste in the mountains has inherent risk. Avalanches are just 
one hazard presented by skiing in the backcountry. Others include rocks, stumps, trees, and falling 
cornices. Even poor snow conditions can be hazardous. The primary responsibility of the SVHSG staff is 
to manage these hazards. This process begins with a comprehensive analysis of the snowpack stability 
and continues on slope with the selection of appropriate terrain and the application of guiding tactics 
and travel techniques. Perhaps the most important thing a guest can do to assist in managing risk is 
to listen to the guide staff. Guides will be providing a constant stream of information regarding hazards 
and conditions. If you are not listening, you are not getting that information. Safety is our highest priority 
and our guides are specially trained to help mitigate these risks while delivering the best possible skiing 
experience. guests.

Q: What’s the weather like?
A: Sun Valley’s average temperature in winter is a pleasant 23 degrees with over 200 inches of annual 
snowfall. There’s a reason it’s called Sun Valley. The region receives over 250 days of sunshine a year. 
Prepare for bluebird powder days.

Q: What happens if we are canceled due to weather?
A: We are fortunate to have a world-class ski resort as our “weather backup”. If conditions do not allow 
us to fly, it generally means the resort skiing will be incredible. Your reservation will be rolled to the next 
available day. In many cases, we are able to get you out the day after the storm clears.

Q: What should I wear?
A: Layering is the most important aspect of being comfortable on your heli day. A good base layer, 
coupled with a mid and/or heavy weight layer followed by a waterproof/breathable outer layer is ideal. 
Layering gives you options to layer up or down depending on conditions. We strongly encourage the 
use of helmets, but it is not required. Good goggles and warm gloves/mittens are also a must.

Q: What about video and photos?
A: While there is not an official photographer, guides are always willing and available to assist and 
facilitate with photos and videos. Guests can bring a photographer, however, they would be required 
to purchase a seat in addition to a day rate for the photographer.

Q: How do I get in and out of the helicopter?
A: At the end of a run, the guide directs guest to take off their skis/boards and place them in a 
designated area. The guide then directs guest where to gather and take a knee. At that point, the 
helicopter is brought in and lands near the guests and equipment. Once the helicopter is settled, the 
guide will open the passenger door and direct the guest to load in to the helicopter and put on their seat 
belts. The guide loads the equipment. Once everyone is in the helicopter and the equipment is loaded, 
the guide closes the passenger door and loads in the front seat of the helicopter. The helicopter takes 
off and proceeds to the top of the next run. The helicopter lands and settles on the top. Once the guide 
gives the ok, guests can remove their seat belts and exit the helicopter. Guests gather next to the 
helicopter while the guide unloads the equipment. Once the equipment is unloaded and all the doors 
have been closed, the guide will signal to the helicopter that it is clear to take off. Once the helicopter 
takes off and is clear of the area, guests can stand up and start to put on their gear for their next decent.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Sun Valley Heli Ski pride’s ourselves on our exceptional customer service and the Heliskiing experiences 
which we provide. In return we ask that our guests understand that we must make advanced financial 
and time commitments in order to provide these services. Helicopter skiing/riding is a complexed 
experience. We put every effort into making sure all of the ingredients over which we have control of 
are in place to provide you with an exceptional ski experience. We ask that you understand that certain 
elements of the experience are beyond our control, including weather, snow conditions and skier ability 
levels on a particular trip.

MAKING A RESERVATION
SVHS requires 50% of trip cost as a deposit at time of reservation. with the remaining balance due 
72 hrs prior to the flying date. If reservation is made within 72 hrs prior to reservation date, payment is 
due in full. Complete reservation form, 50% deposit, and a signed tour participant contract are required 
to confirm your reservation. There are no exceptions and your seat will be subject to reassignment. The 
tour participant contract is a written acknowledgement of SVHS’s run, refund, and cancellation policies. 
If reservation is canceled prior to 45 days of your flying date, you will recieve a full refund less $150 per 
seat administration fee. Failure to pay final balance by the due date will result in the cancellation of your 
reservation and no refund will be given.

HELI-SKI RUN POLICY  
6 Runs per day are guaranteed. The charge for exceeding the maximum guaranteed daily runs is $125 
per run per person. 6 runs constitute a full day and will be the basis for any refunds issued. If you don’t 
achieve 6 runs, the refund is $95 per run per person. Charges and credits may be placed in your 
account and will be subject to the policies then in effect for future usage.

WEIGH IN POLICY
• Each guest will be asked to step on the scale at our office prior to skiing, so we can accurately 
calculate weights and safe grouping.
• At the elevations we fly to in the mountains, there is an upper limit group and gear weight which 
cannot exceed 1400 pounds in order to operate safely.

Due to weight limitations, we reserve the right to split your group. Additionally, an individual weighing 
240 pounds or more can expect to pay all or part of an extra seat.

AVAILABILITY
SVHS will only book 16 seats per day.  A group is comprised of 4 guests and one guide. SVHS will do 
it’s best to accommodate you on your preferred ski date(s). Your acceptance of the terms and condi-
tions commits you to ski/ride on all of your additional available day(s) in lieu of your preferred ski dates.

WEATHER DAYS
As a reservation holder, you are required to remain available to heli-ski until 11 AM on each of your 
available days. If your trip is canceled due to inclement weather, we will try to reschedule your trip 
on a space available basis. Reservations are prioritized by sign-up date.

CHANGES
Any requested changes to a reservation date, if feasible for the SVHS Reservation Team, will be charged 
a $50 per person/per day administrative fee. Reservations carried over to a the next ski season are 
charged a 10% administration fee.

TERMS & CONDITIONS



CANCELLATION POLICY
• Cancellations made 45 days in advance of a reserved flying date will receive a complete refund less 

a $150 per person/per day administrative fee. Any cancellations made less than 45 days in advance 
of a reserved flying day will result in loss of deposit.

• Any cancellations made less than 72 hours in advance of a reserved day will lose the full amount of 
the day ($1500 per person). It is not the responsibility of SVHS to remind you of your reservation. It is 
the responsibility of the guest to be on time (8:00am) on their reserved day. No credit will be issued in 
the event of a no-show.

• Any requested changes to a reservation date, if feasible for the reservation team, will be charged a 
$50 per person/per day administrative fee.

• If SVHS is unable to deliver a reserved day for any reason, we will try to roll your reservation over to 
the next available day. If we are fully booked and are unable to accommodate you, a full refund (less 
a $25 credit card processing fee) will be given. You have no obligation in the event of a day cancelled 
by SVHS due to weather.

REFUNDS
• Heli Ski reservations are based on run achievement. If you choose to miss any skiing for any reason, 

you will be charged the runs achieved by the groups in the field for that day.
• No refunds are issued in part or in whole for unused days due to late arrival, early departure or any 

other reason.
• No refunds are issued for missed skiing due to skiing ability, fitness, equipment failure, or personal 

choice. If a skier becomes injured, ill, or requests to leave the field prematurely for any reason, no 
refund will be made. Additional costs resulting from an evacuation or early departure from the field 
will be charged to the guest. 

• Monies on account from previous years are non-refundable. 
• Sun Valley Heli Ski reserves the right to cancel any ski day at any time. If Sun Valley Heli Ski is 
• unable to deliver a reserved day of helicopter skiing due to the inability to meet minimum group 
• requirements, snow conditions, or other cause subject to SVHS’s discretion, we will reschedule 
• your heli ski days.
 
AS WITH HELI-SKIING ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ANY HELI SKI 
PACKAGE COULD BE “SHUT OUT” DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS. IN THIS 
CASE, REFUNDS ARE BASED UPON THE ABOVE RUN POLICY. THIS CONSTITUTES YOUR 
REFUND IN ITS ENTIRETY.

INSURANCE 
Sun Valley Heli Ski strongly recommends that all guests carry Trip Cancellation Insurance, Trip 
Interruption Insurance, Medical Insurance, and Emergency Evacuation Insurance. These insurance 
types safeguard you against unforeseen mishaps that can occur before or during your heli vacation with 
us. OUR REFUND AND CANCELLATION POLICIES ARE ABSOLUTE. IF YOU INJURE YOURSELF 
BEFORE YOU COME OR HAVE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH CAUSE YOU TO CANCEL YOUR TRIP, 
YOUR PACKAGE WILL NOT BE REFUNDED BEYOND THE TERMS OF THE ABOVE POLICIES. 
Depending on the carrier and the policy, such insurance is usually a small fraction of the overall package 
price and could reimburse you the entire cost of your trip in the event of your cancellation. 
SVHS recommends using Travel Guard insurance.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Gift certificates are valid for one year from the date of purchase. The actual gift certificate document 
must be presented in order to qualify for a reservation. A gift certificate may be rolled over for one 
additional year if the holder has actively made a reservation date with SVHS Reservation Team and the 
trip was then cancelled by SVHS. There is no charge for this qualified, one-time rollover to the following 
heli-ski season. If no reservation is made against a gift certificate for one year then the gift certificate is 
forfeited to SVHS and becomes void.





SUN VALLEY HELI SKI HEADQUARTERS

215 Picabo Street Unit #102
Greyhawk Alpine Training Center

Warm Springs
Box 978 Sun Valley, ID 83353


